SOVIET 


PERI 


a liberating infiuence ? 


T has been a week full of 
Roosevelt, Beveridge. 


headlines. V2, Lord Moyne, 


V2 is now well out of the bag. It is an unpleasant missile. 
But its chief importance is that it shows once more that the old 
conceptions of national security, based on strategic frontiers, are 
obsolete. The choice is now between world-peace and world-panic. 


not ensure peace 


A COMMON SOCIAL 


PURPOSE IS ,NEEDED 


GQERIOUS misgivings at indications that “a governing purpose” of the 
\* Dumbarton Oaks world security proposals “is the maintenance of the 
collaboration of the United Nations as an alliance of the victors in war for 
the preservation of their hegemony in peace” is expressed by the Naticnal 


Peace Council. 


In a statement issued last week- 
end it recognizes the need to provide 
“guarantees against the recurrence 
of German and Japanese aggression 
as against the recurrence or develop- 
ment of aggression elsewhere,” but 
claims that “the attempt to build a 
settlemeny on the continuing separa- 
tion of the world into two groups of 
nations will prove not a specific for 
peace but the almost certain prelude 
to a third world war. A true peace 
and a durable guarantee against the 
renewal of militant aggression 
demand alike :the building of one 
world—the recognition of the funda- 
mental unity of all the peoples and 
the achievement of an effective co- 
operation between them.” 

The statement accepts that “so long 
as the separate power systems of the 
USA, the USSR, and Great Britain 
remain it is to be preferred that they 
should be in accommodation and not 
in conflict with each other” and recog- 
nizes “that the Allied Great Powers 


BRITISH TROOPS GO SHORT 
TO AID GREEKS 


British troops in Greece have been 
put on half rations to give more food 
to the Greek population. This was 
revealed in a letter sent to the Greek 
Prime Minister by Major-Gen. Scobie, 
British commander in Greece. The 
British authorities are doing their 
best to improve the food situation in 
Greece, the letter stated. 

Greece will now obtain 130,000 tons 
of supplies a month, including 
50,000 tons of wheat, 10,000 tons of 
other food, and 70,000 tons of cloth- 
ing and medicines. “If transport 
allows the supplies will be increased,” 
the letter said. 

—Times, Nov. 8. 


* 

“Men of an RAF fighter wing are 

saving their chocolate rations to give 

them to 250 poor Dutch children at 

Christmas,” reported the Daily Ex- 
press on Monday. 


(Sée page 3, col. 2) 
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A lead ;to the jworld 


PDR. JOAD has been saying recently 
of Shaw and Wells that these 
two pre-eminent thinkers of our time 
were his guiding lights as a young 
man. In our last appeal on behalf of 
the HQ Fund, we quoted GBS on the 
powerful method of Conscientious 
Objection for preventing war. 

Similar views were expressed by H. G. Wells 
in 1928: “I believe the effective ending of war- 
fare wil! come through the refusal of a suffi- 
ciently well-organized body of dissentients 
throughout the world to tolerate systematic 
war preparation... . it is through the effort 
ef a special organization and not through 
political machinery that the work has to be 
done.” (Evening Standard, Aug. 3, 1928.) 

Probably few of us, including HGW, are as 
optimistic nowadays as we were then, at least 
in short-term perspective. Nevertheless for 
our part we are still convinced that the CO 
movement has a fundamental part to play in 
Progress towards a warless world; and that 
such. an organized body as_ the PPU is 
essential to give a lead to the world in this 
direction. 

We ask for the continued support of mem- 
bers and friends to help us all in advocating 
our cause ever more widely and persuasively. 

MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Joint Treasurers 

Contributions to Headquarters Fund_ since 
Nov. 3: £54 9s. Gd. Total to date: £556 17s. 
6d. Donations to the Fund should he gent, 
marked “Headquarters Fund,’ to the Trea- 
surers at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
St., London, W.C.1. \ 


are to assume overwhelming authority 
within the new international organ- 
ization with the beneficent intention 
of maintaining the peace.” 


THE FIRST NEED 


But the Council “does not believe 
that a peace which has the elements 
of permanence in it can be built 
around a directorate of the victorious 
Great Powers, utilizing an immense 
military and economic strength to 
secure submission to its will, however 
benevolent that may be. The re- 
nunciation of national power and 
national sovereignty to the degree 
necessary to establish an effective 
system of international government 
remains a first condition of a valid 
peace, 

“Moreover, the unity of the Great 
Powers depends not so much upon 
any agreements for the use of force 
which they may come to at Dum- 
barton Oaks or elsewhere, but in 
their capacity to develop a common 
social purpose among themselves 
and to serve it disinterestedly in the 
wider community of which they are 
a part.” 

The Council welcomes the proposal 
to establish an Economie and Social 
Council but “regrets the marked sub- 
ordination of the constructive to the 
coercive purposes of the organization, 
which is reflected in the omission of 
the Economic and Social Council from 
‘the principal organs’ of the organiza- 
tion and in the proposal to define the 
unctions of the inner council solely 


in terms of military and_ legalistic 
conceptions of security.” The NPC is 
convinced that “unless the positive in- 
ducements to peace predominate in 
the settlement, the outcome is much 
more likely to be war than peace.” 

If the goal is “a true security 
against war, the practical aim should 
be, not the stabilization of non-war, 
but the ereation of a co-operative 
human society from which the dis- 
positions to war and aggression have 
been removed. The paramount busi- 
ness of peace is the building up of 
the common life of the world. Unless 
the new international organization 
accepts this as a primary commission 
it will not serve the cause to which 
it is dedicated nor satisfy the deep 
yearnings of'the peoples for.an end 
to war.” 


N.P.C. PETITION CAMPAIGN IS 


GROWING 


GIR Richard Acland, MP, and 
Sir Robert Young, MP, are 
among recent prominent signa- 
tories of the National Petition 
for a Constructive Peace, which 
is being organized by the 
| National Peace Council and its 
associated organizations. 
Activity in support of the petition 
is steadily increasing in all parts of 
the country. Joint campaign com- 
mittees have now been set up in all 
the larger towns and in many smaller 
centres. 
, Manchester is taking a lead in plan- 
ning .an intensive campaign which 
will cover the city and district. Meet- 
ings to organize the Campaign and to 
Committees have 
in Cambridge, 


establish Petition 


been held recently 


Lord Moyne’s deplorable murder 
was the work of Jewish terrorists. 
Lord Gort has been made High Com- 
missioner to deal with a very tense 
situation of which the British public 
is ignorant: for two reasons, says 
The Economist (Nov. 11). 

“First, the smaliness of our néwspapers and 
their absorption with war news; second, the 
fact that the trouble-makers of 1944 have been 
the Jews, that every British daily but one 
employs a Jewish correspondent, and that 
these have tended to play down the degree of 
tension that prevails.” 


The problem, says the same in- 
formant, is “at an unnatural zenith 
because the Zionists are in a position 
to capitalize the humanitarian in- 
stincts of the whole world.” 
Especially of America, where both 
candidates recently endorsed the 
Zionist claim. 


|The Beveridge solution 


GIR William Beveridge’s “Full Em- 

ployment in a ‘Free Society” 
may make political history in this 
country. By his policy he claims, 
not lightly, “to by-pass the socialist- 


tapitalist controversy.” 

“The policy can be accented by persons hold- 
ing many different views on that controversy 
—by those who desire socialism at once, by 
those who oppose socialism at any time, and 
by those who are prepared to judge private 
enterprise and public enterprise or their pwn 
merits in the light of experience.” 


The secret of what will seem to 
many a conjuring trick is Sir 
William’s conviction that the real 
problem is not to socialize production 
but to socialize demand. 


Rooseyelt’s victory 


PRESIDENT Roosevelt’s election 

was in accord with general antici- 
pation. His victory was neither so 
narrow as the many unofficial polls 
indicated, nor so forthright as it has 
been in the past. The most important 
thing about the contest was that 
Roosevelt was hardly less insistent 
than Dewey on the ability of “private 
enterprise’—in the full big-business 
sense—te create full employment. 
Uniess this doctrine is drastically 
mitigated in practice, there will be 
the dickens of a mess in post-war 
USA. 

Nor can it be assumed that all is 
now set fair for full USA partici- 
pation in the organization of post- 
war security. The commitments even 
of Roosevelt were vague; and a 
settlement of Europe which offended 
American conceptions of “sovereign 
independence” might easily encourage 
resistance in Congress. isolationism is 
the natural refuge of American dis- 
illusion; and Americans have very 
high standards—for other people, 
especially. 


Russia’s behaviour 


NE could make out a case that 

~ Russia is encouraging American 

isolationism. An article in Izvestia 
suggesting that the Republicans 
would stage an attempted assassin- 
ation of Dewey which would be put 


Coventry, and Hampstead, and are 
due to be held in Brighton (Nov. 21), 
Beckenham (Nov. 22), Croydon (Nov. 
23), Hendon (Nov. 28), Sydenham 
(Nov. 29), and Northampton (Dec. 6). 

A Welsh edition of the Petition 
has been printed. 


NEW LITERATURE 


A new leaflet entitled “A True 
Security,” containing on one side the 
text of the Petition and intended 
primarily for use in connection with 
door-to-door canvassing, will be avail. 
ablé shortly (3s. per hundred copies, 
post free). A crown poster referring 
to the Petition, for use in church 
porches or other entrance-halls, and 
in shops, etc, is at the printers. 
There is also available a stencilled 
memorandum (2d. per copy post free) 
answering questions in regard to the 


policy and purpose of the Petition. 
Applications for all this material should be 
addressed to the National Peace Council, 144, 
Seuthampton Row, London, W.C.1. 
(See page 3, co}. 1) \ 


ALISM : 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


down to the Communists was either 
very naive, or intended to have a 
damaging effect on Roosevelt. <A 
definitely anti-American twist has 
been given by Russian propaganda to 
the oi] affair in Iran. 

_The Iran Government is accused of 
giving an American company an oil- 
concession in North Iran; and of 
allowing USA _ soldiers into the 
country without any previous political 
agreement. On the other side of the 
account, Stalin has definitely desig- 
nated Japan as “an aggressor nation.” 
My conclusion is that, as usual 
Stalin is cleverly holding his hand: 
simultaneously encouraging and re- 
buking USA. Indeed, I think that 
Russia is deliberately throwing her 
weight about, in Poland, the Balkans, 
Persia, and Switzerland, in order to 
convince her apprehensive partners 
that a new kind of Great Power has 
now to be reckoned with—everywhere 
and in everything. That is a 
difficult thing to realize; and still 
more difficult to dssess. 


The new imperialism 


LASst week, in passing, I suspended 

Judgment on the question whether 
Soviet imperialism was substantially 
better than the British or American 
variety. Now I am going to suggest 
that it is. I admit that it is too early 
to form a definite opinion; I admit 
too that the effect of Soviet im- 
perialism will be essentially different 
in a eountry with a European 
tradition’ and a highly developed 
national consciousness like Poland 
and in a more primitive country, like 


Persia. I am merely hazarding a 
general and tentative judgment. It 
is that Soviet imperialism is a 


generically new and better kind of 
imperialism. 

I use Iran as my clue. The position 
of Iran is that the British and the 
Russians have pledged themselves to 
withdraw all their troops by six 
months after the war. In the mean- 
time, however, nominally in order to 
secure the free passage of supplies to 
Russia, Soviet troops are in effective 
occupation of Northern Iran and 
British of Southern Iran. By striving 
to obtain’ oil-concessions while their 
troops are still in occupation, the 
USSR is (from the purely imperialist 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Persuasiveness 
can win the 
peace 


A RMIES and navies can win the 
*™ war, but they cannot win the 
peace, and as one sees the pick of 
our youth torn from their voca- 
tional ambitions and. their domestic 
hopes and plunged into this holo- 
caust, who does not feel that not 
to win the peace would be the most 
awful betrayal that any generation 
could perpetrate upon its youth? 
But that involves the triumph of 
persuasive forces. It means at the 
first chance feeding the hungry, 
rehabilitating the devastated coun- 
tries, opening economic doors of 
hope to stricken people, through 
organised goodwill frying to undo 
the appalling evils of military con- 
quest by another kind of conquest 
altogether, namely, winning enemies 
to be friends, turning wartime 
belligerents into peacetime co- 
operators. And at the earliest 
Possible moment—the sooner the 
better—it means too, an honest 
plan of world organisation whose 
justice and feir-play will make 
surrender to it an honourable act 
for any nation. If we are going to 
win the peace. We must count upon 
the persuasive forces. And, my@ 
friends, We cannot wait until after 
the war is over before we begin 
planning about their use. Unpre- 
paredness to win the peace will 
prove just as fatal a policy as un- 
preparedness to Win the war. 


—Harry Emerson Fosdick 
The Christian World (USA). 
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November 17, 1944 


“PEACE NEws [REFLECTIONS OF A_ PACIFIST 
PRISONER OF WAR 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


Ali letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


FAITH AND 
EXPERIENCE 


N adjacent columns appears an 
account of the experience of a 
pacifist prisoner-of-war in Salonika 
and in Poland. A similar experience, 
ut more terrible (of which the 
narrative gives one fearful glimpse) 
has been the lot of millions of Russian 
prisoners-of-war in Germany. To 
shut our eyes to the sheer deliberate 
brutality of such treatment is 
cowardice or dishonesty. 


There are two, main questions which 
an account. so obviously restrained 
and authentic, puts to us. The first 
igs personal. How much of our own 
pacifism would endure under such 
treatment? Are we sure that it 
would endure at ail? If we are not 
sure, then let us hold our faith in fear 
and trembling. Let us examine our 
consciences as Michael Maunsey 
examined his. 


The second question is more 
general, Such experiences have been 
the common lot of millions of siniple 
men in Europe today. They were not 
pacifists. If those experiences were 
such that they aroused in the soul of 
a convinced pacifist a burning resent- 
ment, which passed into hatred, what 
can We suppose their effect will have 
been on ordinary men? Can we 
expect it to be anything other than 2 


vast upsurge of hatred? Can we 
judge and condemn it? And what 
does it matter if we do? The hatred 


and the passionate desire for revenze 
is there—an elemental fact in the 
situation. 


All the witnesses agree that the 
hatred of the Germans felt by the 
Russian people is of a vehemence and 
universality that is new in the history 
of nations. Apart from the barbari- 
ties inflicted, by deliberate policy, on 
the simple Russian folk by the invad- 
ing German armies, 
with the terrible belief that the 
Russians were ;sub-human, there is 
the fact that the millions of 
Russian pyrisoners-of-war were, with 
equal deliberation, submitted to such 
treatment that, in one brief visit of 
Mr. Mounsey’s friend to a camp of 
Russian prisoners, four dropped dead. 


Having faced that, let us not 
despair. Here is a passage from the 
Jetter of a German-Jewish political 
refugee, members of whose family 
have been coldly done to death by the 
Nazis. He is now serving in the 
British Army, and has lately been 
guarding wounded German prisoners- 
of-war. He is a man who has con- 
sidered the pacifist creed, and has— 
with a full sense of responsibility— 
rejected it. 


“This is being written in the solitude of a 
ward in which I am guarding wretched mem- 
bers of \the Herrenvolk. It is so -strange a 
situation that I can hardly descrihe what I am 
feeling. Loneliness is perhaps the only word 
for it. These are men who went out to conquer 
the world, and they and their kind have done 
unspeakable things to me and my kind, and 

am supposed to hate them with all my 
strength and would be right to do so, according 
to required standards of human behaviour. 


“But I cannot hate; or is it that in the face 
of suffering hatred is silent? So it happens 
that the guard is turned into a nurse and if a 
man by losing teo much blood has gane out of 
his mind and stammers incoherently, I have to 
talk him to sleep-again. And it happens that 
men try to hold my hand when I have helped 
them. -That makes me feel Jonely . . - 


“{ do not think I \have behaved extraerdi- 
narily by doing what I did in the ward. I 
believe that the feelings and thonghts I had 
then ought to come to any man who has 
suffered himself and has not closed his heart 
to other peopie’s suffering. If people allowed 
their hearts to speak, all would be well, As it 
lis, they are afraid to offend the unwritten 
code of hatred and keep on repeating their 
song of hate until there is no other way than 
te be cruel. Not one of my people murdered 
fn the gas-chambers would be brought back to 
life by my being cruel, but my cruelty to a 
helpless Nazi would weighy as heavily as all 
their crimes together.” 


| Peace News is open for the expression of all 
Points of view relevant to pacifism, Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
mecessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of edvertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPW connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 

Postal subseription rates: Home: quarterly, 
Bs. 3d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. Abroad: quarterly, 
2s. 9d.; yearly, 10s. 6d. 

Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, | 
8 column inches. Copy by first post Friday. | 


indoctrinated 


The following account of the 
‘experiences of a pacifist prisoner- 
of-war appears in the Friends 
Ambulance Unit Chronicle (No. 
65). 

WrURING the first ten days of 

our captivity in the little 
Greek port the Germans behaved 
very correctly towards us and 
helped us to ameliorate the con- 
dition of our wounded ag best 
they could, and we had no reason 
to believe that the treatment 
would ever substantially alter. 

There followed however, for me, 
the worst months and years of my 
life, but it is not my intention to try 
to describe in such a short article the 
miseries of foodless days, bed bugs, 


lack of sanitation, barbed-wire 
neurosis and the often wretched 
brutality of sadistic guards, but 


rather to describe the effect such an 
experience has had on me, quite an 


| ordinary member of the Unit with at 


that time a sincere conviction of the 


| wrongness of taking human life. 


SADISM AND BRUTALITY 


After only six months of this life I 
would not have cared to appear before 
a tribunal intending to examine my 
conscience. I had seen men shot in 
cold blood; I had seen guards throw 
a small loaf of bread to starving 
prisoners and then watched them 
laugh and take photographs as the 
poor prisoners, mad with hunger, 
fought and scrambled for pieces; I 
had- seen five German guards 
solemnly hang a wretched cat on the, 
barbed wire—the process taking ten 
minutes; I had seen a German guard 
kick a small eight-year-old Greek girl 
so hard that she went sprawling on 
to the road on her face; I had wit- 
nessed and overheard a German cap- 
tain congratulate one of the guards 
on throwing a hand grenade into a 
latrine at 2 a.m., blinding an English- 


man in one eye and nearly severing 
the arm of another soldier—all 
because he heard “suspicious whisper- 
ing.” At that time I burned with a 
fierce resentment against the Ger- 
mans... . 

As this period was the worst 
I hope ever to experience, it was right 
and proper to try and examine then 
how deep my own pacifism actually 
went. It is easy to be a pacifist in 
this country, to talk enthusiastically 
of the brotherhood of man, loving 
your enemies, the sanctity of human 
life, or resisting aggression by 
passive resistance, and of the innate 
goodness of all men. , Yes, it is very, 
very easy when you are sitting round 
a nice warm fire in comfortable lodg- 
ings, with enough to eat, warm 
clothes, congenial companions and a 
reasonable Government that allows to 
you to hold and express your own 


views. You have civil rights and are 
no pariah. 
Not so in Salonika in 1941—the 


life of an Englishman was nothing-—— 
we had no rights and not even a 
number in those days. If a man was 
murdered he was just buried. When 
you begin to suspect your own friends 
ef trying to cheat you pf your pre- 
cious food, when you find yourself 
becoming 
realise with horror that your own real 
common bond with the mass of pris- 
oners is fear, dislike and even hatred 
of your captors—then it is that you 
are in a true position to examine the 
strength of your pacifism. I found 
mine wanting. 
PROTECTING POWER 


The months and years passed—I was moved 


to a non-working NCO'’s eamp in Poland—the 


food situation improved only because of the 
receipt of weekly Red Cross parcels, for you 
could barely exist on the basic German ration. 
The Germans mellowed somewhat. It became 
possible tg teach, to study, to act and to sleep 
without hearing shots cracking through the 
night. 


deceitful and when you - 


It was quite possible ta think of the Germans 


as “perhaps not such bad sorts of blokes after 
all.” And then you walked into a Russian 
camp and saw human beings dressed in rags, 
huddled together for warmth, pale, emaciated 
and listless—mere husks of the fine men they 
obviously once were. A young Russian lieuten- 
ant with whom I was able to become quite 
friendly told me unemotionally that he was 
one of two thousand survivors from a camp of 
nine thousand men—the others having died of 
hunger and disease. A great friend of mine in 
our camp was sent to work the Russian de- 
lousing machine and came back horrified to 
tell us that four Russians. had fallen down 
dead ar his feet whilst undressing. Is it any 
wonder that the feeling of resentment starts 
growing again? 

As I speak German I was able, or rather I 
should say compelled to have several long 
arguments with young Germans whom our 
newspapers would call ‘‘fanatieal young Nazi 
gangsters.”’ On the surface they appear fairly 
typical, cheerful, young Germans, polite and 
with reasonably good manners even towards a 
British prisoner. But their philosophy really 
frightened me. We could discuss sport fairly , 
calmiy—we could even joke about the South 
American states and their perpetual revolutions 
but when I started to probe his feelings about 
bringing up children to regard their right to 
think and act for themselves as their most 
precious heritage, when I said that “might” 
could never be right although it could certainly 
enforce some sort of obedience, and JIastly 
when I said that it was my opinion that 
Hitler’s regime was based on fear and might 
and that the individual German’s conéciénce 
had been utterly destroyed, then I got, not an 
honest reply discussing my points but a 
stream of abuse coupled with a resume of 
Nazi ideology which was all too familiar to 
me. I felt utterly helpless. 

I am not a proselytiser—I don’t want to 
convert people to my way of thinking but I 
do want to understand the line of thought of 
people who think entirely differently from 
myself. But when’ I am confronted with 
people who have lest the ability for criginal 
thought and, who preface each remark with 
“The Fuhrer says” then I feel the time: has 
come to say ‘Halt!’ 

I do not wish to give the impression that 
think there is no place in the world for an 
impartially thinking ,and acting FAU. Far 
from it. If that were the case then surely T 
should be just as bad as the young Nazi. 
There is a very real place for the Unit in the 
chaos which was once Europe and I have only 
tried to’set down how a particular set of 
circumstances affected my own peculiar con- 
science. . 


MICHAEL MOUNSEY 


THE RIGHT TO CREATE 


The machine has destroyed it 
- says WILFRED WELLOCK 


ECENT correspondence has re- 

vealed some misunderstanding 
of certain terms which are coming 
into increasing use, viz., “robct” 
“mass-man,”’ and its derivative 
“mass-mind.” I would like to,analyse 
these terms rather carefully. 

The term “robot” originated in a 
dramatist’s invention of automatic 
beings which were able to perform 
many human functions with mechan- 
istic precision and thereby relieve 
human beings of a good deal of 
monotonous labour which to-day in- 
cludes a large number of processes by 
which men and women earn their 
“living.” I am not here concerned 
with the lessons which the inventors 
of “robots” -intended to teach, but 
with the tendencies in modern civil- 
jzation which suggested their creation. 


HUMANIZED MACHINES 


These tendencies are unmistakable. 
The development of industry along 
the lines of intensive specialisation 
largely for cheap mass-production, 
has produced a degree of automatism 
which suggests both a mechanised 
man and a humanized machine. Ina 
large and growing number of indys- 
trial processes men work so much 
like machines that they literally do 
become machines during their work- 
ing hours. They never quite Teach 
100 per cent. machine precision, but 
they approximate to it; and every- 
thing is done to help them to reach it. 
Welfare officers are appointed whose 
special job it is to provide the con- 
ditions in which the worker’s mind 
can be pleasantly occupied so that his 
fingers may achieve maximum pre- 
cision and speed. The means adopted 
inelude such things as pleasant sur- 
roundings, “Music while you Work,” 
with its subtle suggestions for con- 
versation in the interludes, and cups 
of tea. : 


NO INTELLIGENCE REQUIRED 


In this type of work no intelligence 
is required, hence no intelligence, 
understanding, skill or power is 
developed. The worker, as worker, is 
a robot pure and simple. But that 
does not mean that he will be a robot 
in the other parts of his life. His 
hunger for something more satisfying 
may cause him to take up some form 
of creative work with great gusto— 


woodwork, or gardening, for example, 
or it might cause him to develop a 
passionate interest in his family, 
especially if he is the father of young 
children, or in the church, or polities. 
He may be the kindliest of persons, 
passibly even the more kindly because 
of an awareness of unsatisfied 


spiritual and emotional cravings. 

Nevertheless the facts indicate that the 
genera! reaction to automatic labour is to seek 
satisfaction or pleasure in mass forms of .play 
of a highly emotional or exciting character. 
Whereas creative work develops the mind, in- 
creases a man’s skil] and strengthens hig sense 
of power and, accordingly, yields a deep satis- 
faction, repetitive work yields neither satis- 
faction nor power. Generally speaking, one 
works for money only. Hence the worker 
tends to think solely in terms of money, and 
of his pleasures as things to be bought. He 
ends his day’s work exhausted, but dissatisfied 
and discontented, and often nauseated. ere 
is nothing he can look back to with satis- 
faction. 


This condition of min@ and body craves 
stimulants, both physical and mental. It is 
leading to an extensive and growing use of 
drugs and narcotics, and to a phenomenal 
mass interest in competitive games, sports, 
and contests, ‘the excitement of which is en- 
hanced by betting, and in highly emotional 
pictures and music. . 

All these pursuits tend to drive the people 
away from themselves, as if their minds were 
their greatest enemies, also *way from their 
homes and from al] those habita and institu- 
tions which tend to turn the ming ,inward, 
upon itself. Among the effects of this ten- 
dency are the disintegration of the home, the 
decay of religion and’ the collapse of political 
interest. 

Thus the mass-man and the mass-mind are 
among the grimmest realities of our time. 
What is more, they cannot be :ured by preach- 
ing or moralising, or by State-planning, 
capitalist or socialist, or even by economic 
security and the highest standard of living. 
The decay is in the roots of civilisation itself, 
and the roots are not being fed: thay are not 
being fed because souls are not reqnired, only 
robots, units of automatic productive power— 
mass-men. And although the typical masa- 
man may be generous and kindly, he is the 
foundation of the total State, on whose back 
civilization will one day crash unless his 
human rights be restored to him, the greatest 
of which is the right to create. 


. .- but can anything else restore it ? 
asks JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


HE proposition that the salvation 

of civilization depends on man 
having “his human rights restored to 
him—the greatest of which is his 
right to create” needs careful examin- 
ation. It is in danger of becoming a 
“commonplace”—in the bad sense, 
abstract and rhetorical. 


Its advocates appear to assume that 
monotonous drudgery was absent in 
the pre-machiné age: which is untrue, 
Squaring the stones for Cathedrals, 
undersawyer In the saw-pit, hammer- 
ing out the anchors for the old three- 
deckers—were not merely mentally 
blank, but physically destructive 
operations. Why pretend that a com- 
pletely and continuously “creative” 
life is possible in any society? (It is 
not. 

I would like 2 plain answer to plain 
questions. Does Mr. Wellock advocate 
a return to a pre-machine society? 
Or does he look forward te a social 
regeneration through the creative use 
of “leisure” made possible by the 
machine? It seems imperative that 


ihe should speak this mind plainly. ° 


Hand-weaving in leisure would be 


freely chosen, delightful and satisfy- 
ing: hand-weaving as a universal 


means of textile-production means 
drudgery, malnutrition and misery. 


UNDER SOCIAL CONTROL 


William Morris was more realistic 
than Mr. Wellock. He, reluctantly 
but deliberately, recognized the in- 
evitability of a painful period of 
transition while the machine-economy 
was being brought under social con- 
trol. In that period we are now 
engulfed. During it, art, in Morris’s 
sense of , craftsmanship—would pro- 
bably have to be sacrificed. But, 
when social control of the machine 
was established, art would emerge 
again (he was convinced) because it 
satisfied a. perennial craving of the 
human spirit. 

In a word, what but the socially controlled 
machine can “restore to man his right to 
create’? 

Y think there are signs already that it ia 
deing so—even in+this present nadir of the 
machine «society. Mr. Wellock himeelf (I re- 
member) lately welcomed the great revival of 
handicrafts in Soviet Russia. We in this 
country have witnessed a widespread and apon- 
taneous growth of small dramatic companies 
concomitant with the triumph of the “mass- 
produced” cinema. ; 

Surely our business is to think beyond the 
social revolution—which now goes on apace 
by its own momentum—and not shrink back- 
wards from it into a world of fantasy, or 
ambiguity, 

For my own part I look forward eagerly to 
the day when electric current from the grid 
ia available to the farm en which I live. 


§ RENOUNCE WAR AND ! WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. WC! 


PEACE PETITION 


gitm, oo the Nethewenes ee the 
s : other United ations.” his was 
Ww Peers oes ne “8 emphasized at a Press conference 


difficult to say. Certainly there is a 
special problem about Germany. Too 
many people are thinking about the 
peace as How We Are Going to Keep 
Germany Down. I even suspect that 
too many pacifists are thinking about 
the peace as How We Are Going to 
Keep Germany From Being Kept 
Down. ‘Hence the importance of pro- 
moting more balanced views both 
inside and outside the PPU. The 
view, for instance, expressed in the 
National Peace Council’s admirable 
statement on Germany, Europe and 
the Future Peace: 


“The test -of a peace policy towards Ger- 
many at this time will lie not so much in its 
feniency or harshness to the Germans but in 
its relevance to the fundamental needs and 
problems of Europe and the world as they 
are today.” 

The principles of such a peace are embodied 
in the NPC Petilion for a ‘Constructive Peace. 
The field of agreed statements and general 
formulation ig not a fertile one, but the Peti- 
tion is a veritable rose im the desert. If, in 
view, of its clause about the international con- 
trol of armaments, it cannot be called a rose 
without a thorn, it is nevertheless as fresh a 
flower as one may hope to find in this chilly 
European November. 

With a General Election in sight, even 
politicfans may be more amenable to persua- 
sion from constituents than is normally the 
case. It is not impossible that the Petition 
campaign may have a direct effect upon some 
of the provisions of the Peace settlements. 
I do not think this very likely. I think paci- 
‘fists all too often seek to escape from the con- 
sequences of their own thinking. How often 
did we say before the war that the state of 
mind of the victor of another war would make 
a wise péace virtually impossible, and that the 
longer the war went on the worse the peace 
would be? I am afraid we shall see our own 
grim prediction fulfilled in the frustration of 
our own efforts to disprove it. 

Yet the campaign is of crucial importance, 
if only because we can implant in the minds 
of many the standards by which they can 
judge the settlement and know what it is that 
is done in their name. How many? If you 
could be in Lincoins Inn Fields one Thursday 
lunch-time and-hear what the police call ‘‘the 
largest open-air meeting anywhere in the 
country” listening without interruption to 
Patrick Figgis ag the discusses the principles 
ef peace-making you would begin to realise 
just how tremendous the opportunity is. Is it 
unreasonable to ask that.each reader of ‘‘Peace 
News”—pacifist or not—should set himself the 
task of obtaining 2 hundred responsible sig- 
natories to the Peace Petition in the next two 
months? Your fhundred may not save the 
peace, but in some of them you may bring to 
life the will to work for a decent world which 
war-weariness ard disillusionment with con- 
temporary polities has reduced to a hapeless 
acceptance of whatever happens. It is vital 
work. ROY WALKER. 


Facts from the liberated 


territories 


“MPHE facts and figures disprove the | 
impression that there is no need 
for relief measures for France, Bel- 


held by the United Nations Informa- 
tion Organization on Nov. 3, in a 
detailed report intended to correct 
misapprehensions. 

In FRANCE, said the report. the return to 
normal abundance will be a gradual process. 
“The health situation is one of prolonged mal- 
nutrition, particularly among the working 
classes, and tuberculosis and infant mortality 
have increased.” 

In BELGIUM, 49 per cent. of the infantile 
population is undernourished, and the food 
position remains very critical in some urban 
centres. The main shortages are in milk, 
butter. and meat, and The Times (Nov. 7) 
adds that, while rations are better than during 
the last month of occupation—‘‘a comfortless 
comparison’’—the level will fall again unless 
imports arrive. 

The bread ration of 4% tbs. per week. can 
only be maintained if grain arrives by the 
spring, the vegetable oi] stocks which keep the 
fat ration at 84 ozs. ner week are declining. 
and imported meat will be needed. The 4.000 | 
tons of food supplied by the Allies (PN, Nov. j 


All ask for UNRRA aid 


“All the liberated countries have 
now asked for UNRRA’S help in 
some capacity,” according to an 
UNRRA official quoted im Mon- 
day's Daily Herald. “Greece wants 
food, Belgium special baby foods 
and medical supplies, as well as 
linen for its hospitals.” 


10) is being distributed, and this pitifully 
small allocation has been supplemented a little 
by eleven lorry loads of supplies. from the 
International Red Cross {The Times, Nov. 6). 

The Netherlands Information Bureau con- 
firms gloomy reports on conditions throughout 
HOLLAND. The diet in the bigger towns of 
Western Holland has declined to less than 
1,006 calories a day. “Margarine and butter 
supplies were completely exhausted by Nov. 1. 
Bread grain was no longer available in Am- 
sterdam after Oct. 23 and in Haarlem after 
Oct. 30. Sugar, where available in small quan- 
tities, is reserved for children up to four 
years” (Manchester Guardian, Nov. 4). 

In South Limburg, where the American 
Army is operating, the food situation has heen 
getting more difficult. “In six weeks there has 
heen only 1 oz. of butter upon the ration, and 
no other fats. The meat ration over the past 
fortnight was four ounces, and that was pro- 
vided only be the slaughtering of milk cows. 
In the same period, people were given four 
ounces of sugar each, but sugar supplies are 
now said to have run out.” 

This district formerly imported 80 per cent. 
of its food from Northern Holland, and it is 
clear that supplies must be sent in. The 
Allies have placed 1,000 tons of foog at the 
disposal of the Dutch Military Governor. who |{ 
hopes to raise the rations from under 1,000 to 
1,200 calories a day, afd later to 1,600 calories 
a day. (Times’ and Manchester Guardian, 

| Nov. 6.) 


They are still hungry 


_ Against this background many people are 
judging our extra Christmas rations. The 
letters on the subject in the News Chronicle 
and many local papers are nearly all protests, 
and indicate the success of the educational 
work which has been done by the local Famine 
Relief Committees with the assistance of the 
Food Relief Campaign (PPU). Miss J. Midg- 
ley, Secretary of the Saffron Walden Commit- 
tee, suggested in the News Chronicle that 
postcards of protest should be sent to the 
Minister of Food, and Peace News readers may 
wish to support her. The Food Relief Cam- 
paign Committee discussed the matter at its 
Meeting yesterday, and its decisions will be 
reported next week. 


A PACIFIST POTENTIAL 


“We should not be timid in making demands. 
on people,” said Minnie Pallister at the South- 
East Wales Regional Conference on Saturday, 
Nov. 4. The heroism, devotion and tenacity of 
the ordinary citizen in time of war have been 
been tremendous, This was a grest pacifist 
potential if it could only be shown that paci- 
fism was more than a mere refusal to fight. 

Over forty people attended the two sessions 
which were held at Cardiff, including many 
who came from the surrounding districts. At 
the evening session Donald Port spoke on the 
work of the pacifist,group. and outlined the 
need for a group to play its part in a local 
community. D. R. Thomas. newly-appointed 
Development Secretary of Heddychwr Cymru, 
also spoke to the meeting and said that he was 
anxious to he in touch with the work of the 


November 17, 1944, PEACE NEWS—3 


Words of Peace — 99 


If you have a nation of men who 
have risen to that height of moral cul- 
tivation that they will not declare war 
or carry arms, for they have nat so 
much madness left in their brains, 
you have a nation of lovers, of bene- 
factors, of true, great, and able men. 
Let me know more of that nation: I 
shall not find them defenceless, with 
idle hands springing at their sides. I 


shall find them men of love, honour 


and truth; men of an immense indus- 
try; men whose influence is felt to the 
end of the earth; men whose very look 


|and voice carry the sentence of honour 


and shame; and all forces yield to 
their energy and persuasion. When- 
ever we see the doctrine of peace 
embraced by a nation, we may be 
assured it will not be one that invites 
injury; but one, on the contrary, 
which has a friend in the bottom of 
the heart of every man, even of the 
violent and the base; one against 
which no weapon can prosper; one 
which ig looked upon as the asylum 
of the human race. 


PPU in al! parts of Wales. 


—Emerson, “Essay on War.” 


A C.0. MEETS SHOP-WINDOW PATRIOTISM 


E reproduce without comment the 
following letter sent on behalf 
of « large West of England store to 
a C.O, who had applied for a vacancy 
they had advertised. In a restrained 
reply the C.O. pointed: out that al- 
though the post had been occupied by 
a man now fighting for liberty, “yet, 
by your attitude, you automatically 


eliminate freedom and liberty.” 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 8th, 
we note that you are exempt from 
military service as you are 2 con- 
scientious objector. We also are con- 
scientious objectors, but in our case 
our conscience definitely objects to 
offering employment to an able bodied 
man who refuses to take any part in 
the defence of his country. Inci- 
dentally, we may mention that the 
vacancy for which you are applying 
was recently -oceupied by a man who 
is now a soldier fighting for liberty 
and freedom, and also for YOU. In 
our opinion you ought to be in prison 
instead of enjoying the freedom which 
you evidently are at this moment. If 
you were an inhabitant of the country 
against whom we are fighting you 
would be shot out of hand, which in 
our opinion is precisely what you 
deserve. 


We should like to mention that we 
took your application to the depart- 
ment, which at present is run by 7 or 
8 young women assistants, and we 
asked their opinion as to how they 
would like to work alongside a con- 
scientionus objector. Their replies 
were far from complimentary. One 
of them, who I think expressed the 
view of the rest, said that if you 
arrived at 9 o’clock in the morning, 
you, or What was left of: you, would 
be gone before the middle of the day. 

We should like you to dwell on 
these remarks. 

Yours faithfully, 
" (signed) 
Director. ' 


SIX MONTHS FOR'WOMAN J.W.’ 


Another woman conscientious objector has 
heen sent to prison for six months for failing 
to comply with her condition of registration. 
Muriel Brown, a 23-year-old full-time Jehovah's 
Witness, was prosecuted at Oakham on Nav. 6 
for failing to comply with her condition of 
full-time hospital work, and was taken to 
Winson Green prison after this heavy sentence 
had been passed. - 

(Rita Matthews, of Newport, Isle of Wight, 
‘ was sent to prison for 12 months at Ports. 
mouth on Mar. 21 for a similar offence, but 
this waa later halved on appeal to Quarter 

Sessions. No woman CO has served more 

than six months.) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. (PRI. 5686.) 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 50 
words, Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre 
quency of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


WAR RESISTERS’ International 
would welcome gifts of foreign 
stamps, for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 


words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or 
eoild in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifists. 

WANTED TO RENT, house with 
land attached in Glamorgamnshire or 
Monmouthshire for land community. 
Apply A. N. Cawley, “ Lianishen 
House, Lianishen, Glam. 

SECOND - FLOOR FLAT offered 
free to middle-aged man and wife in 
return for domestic help (fixed 
hours). Two rooms and small kitchen 
simply furnished; space for other 
furniture. Use ef bathroom below. 
Pleasant garden surroundings. Mrs. 
Hobhouse, FBailand, St. Catherine’s, 
Broxbourne, Herts. 


HOUSES, FLATS, etc., available in 
all districts through the Tenancy Ex- 
change Introductions of the National 
House and Flat Exchange, BCM/Reg- 
istry, London, W.C.1.. Steamy _ will 
bring you full details. Mention Peace 
News. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Slee one for 
ha holidays or restful recupera- 
fon: ail modern comforts. A. and K. 
§. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 


q Station: Ambergate; Tel. 
py a4) LITERATURE, etc. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 
EDUCATIONAL literature respecting the Faith and 


received with gratitude. Please send 
to the War Resistere’ International, 
11 Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


TYPEWRITERS BOUGHT. sold 
and repaired. Cook, The Mount, Noak 
Hill, Romford, Essex, 


BINOCULARS, MICROSCOPES, 
projectors, etc., bought, sold, ex- 
changed. Mention Peace News. Apple- 
a 215 Anglesey Road, Burton-on- 

rent. 


TABLE MATS. Own initial, carved 
and inlaid red on brown. Nice Christ- 
mas Gift. Six for 10s. 6d. Made by 
disabled ex-servicaman (this war), 
now P.P.U. member. Money back if 
not eatisfied. Box 703. 


THIS XMAS give etchings or 
paintings by leading contemporary 
artists (including Brangwyn, Gill, 
Russel Flint, John, Nevinson, Lucien 
Pissarro, etc.). From 1 gn. Box 681. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED for Youth 
Club: Books, football boots, shirts 
and shorts. Mansford Club, 70 Florida 
St., Bethnal Green, E.2. 


ee 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 


FRANCISCAN COMMUNITY (not; 
Anglican) wants members for land-} 
work, book business, etc. Married or} 
unmarried. Postulants for priesthood 
and evangelistic work welcomed. 10 
minutes from eea. Kingdom Books, 
61 West Cromwell Road, London, 
S.W5. 


“LEARN TO SPEAK” by Florence 
Surfleet, 1s. 6d. (1s. 8d. post free),|mark now serving his third sentence 


for use with groups or individually. 
ed Brothers, 109 Kingsway, 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS on theo- 
logy, liturgiology, mysticism, psych- 
ology, occultism, sociology, pacifism, 
fiction, etc. Lists or inquiries 24d. 
stamp. No callers. Books bought. 
Profits to Franciscan community. 
Church vestments supplied. Kingdom 
Books, 61 West Cromwell Rd., Lon- 
don, S.W.5. 


WHERE are we iin Prophecy today? 
Write for latest booklet published by 
the Kingdom Movement, 6d. including 
other literature. Address, Hen. Sec 
retary, 21 Poplar Grove, New Malden, 
Surrey. 


BOOK LIST 2M. Choice mixed 
collection for book-lovers and collec- 
tors: Tresadern, 187 Vaughan Road 
Harrow. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


LUTON P.P.U. Indian Freedom 
Campaign. Wed., Nov. 22, Friends 
Meeting House, Castle St., 8 p.m. 
Fred Mullally, “India, Today and To- 
morrow.”” 


construction Group, 5 Wellington Rd., 
Nov. 24, 7.80 p.m. Dorothy Hogg: 
“The Significance of Gandhi.” 


BRADFORD AND DISTRICT C.O. 
Rally, Sat., Nov. 25, 6 p.m., Textile 
Hall, Westgate. Speaker, Douglas 
Owen, also social, picnic-esupper. Past 
and present C.O.s, alsd relatives and 
friends, welcome. 

TAUNTON PEACE GROUP: at 
Friends’ Meeting House, Nov. 25, 2.45 
p.m., Patrick Figgis. 

WORTHING. John Barclay at 
“Colleton,” 96a Broadwater Rd., Sat., 
Nov. 25, at 2.45. “Reform or Revo- 
lution.” Tea. 

JOHN BARCLAY in Peckham, 
Tues., Nov. 21, at 7.80 p.m., at Lans- 
bury House, 41 Camberwell Grove, 
S.E.5. (Near Camberwell Green.) 
“P P.U.— Permanent Poppers Up.” 
Peckham P.P.U. 

HIGH WYCOMBE, Inaugura! Meet- 
ing I.L.P. branch, 4 p.m., Sat., Nov. 
25, at 25a London Rd. Tel. 1428. All 


interested welcome. 


s 
BOURNEMOUTH Post-War Re-|t# 


FELLOW C.O:s: 


in Armley Jail, Leeds (2 yrs.), would 
appreciate greetings on his birthday, 
Nov. 24, Thank you. 
, YOU WILL find true friendship 
in the L. and H.C. Correspondence 
Club, 39 Reighton Road, London, E.5. 
Send S.A.E. 
PACIFIST PEN-FRIEND CLUB 
enables isolated pacifists to maintain 
contact through individua] correspon- 
dence and exchanging of ideas on 
matters of mutual interest. - Those 
interested please write A. J. Cook, 93 
Melville Rd., Stonebridge Park, Lon- 
don, N.W.10. As scheme ie voluntary, 
stamps etc, for postage 
would be appreciated. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to 


BURGESS Junior School, 
{a) teacher music and subsid. subjects 


(P.T. useful); (b) two vacancies 
cooking and catering. Apply Secre- 


ry. 

PLASTERERS, other tradesmen, 
and labourers, required for South 
London honse repairs. Urgent. Ring 
GUL. 2066. 

TYPIST WANTED as secretary to 
‘business man engaged in much reli- 
gious and social work: One inter- 
ar in these things preferred. Box 

URGENTLY NEEDED for small 
school 45 miles London, temporary 
domestic help, light household duties, 
mending. Applicants with one child 
considered. Box 706. 

KINGSMOOR SCHOOL, GLOSSOP. 
Required January 1945. A Master to 
teach Physics, Chemistry and Mathe. 
matics, or any combination of these 
subjects. 

Also Assistant Matron for the Pre 
paratory Department. Good needle 
woman. No sick nursing. 

Also an Assistant Mistress for the 
Preparatory Schoo). (M. of L. permit 
held for woman born 1917 or earlier.) 

Also educated Young Lady, under 
Service age, to give general help in 


8386 John Es- 


expenses 


confirm eatis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants in doubt are recommended 
to consult the Central Board for CQs, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1, which will 
often be able to give useful advice. 


Cranleigh, Surrey, requires January 


Practice of the Religious Society of 


VACANCIES. Housekeeper and 
Land-worker needed in small! market- 
gardening community near towh. 10s. 
pocket money allowance and keep. 
Rough comfort but friendly atmo- 
sphere. Gloucester Land Scheme, 
Hempstead, nr. Gloucester. 

ASSISTANT MASTER REQUIRED 
|January. Private Secondary School 
(boys). Mathematics and Science to 
School Certificate standard. Perma- 
nent post. Apply Headmaster, Hali- 
fax New School, Halifax, Yorks. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED: couple 
for T.T. dairy farm. Progressive 
methods. , Woman smal! household 
duties. Semi-community basis. Cot- 
tage available. Near school. Box 709. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


REGISTERED ARCHITECT, 
M.Inst.R.A., experienced war damage 
surveys,. offers. co-operation to archi- 
tects, etc., for above or other work. 


Any hours or distance. 134 Regents 
Park Rd., N.3. 
DUPLICATING. 100 copies, quarto, 


4s, Gd., postage extra. Also expert 
typing. Winifred Jewell, 8 Lammas 
tl Gdns., Ealing. Phone BALing 
1645. 

SOLDIER IN Burma wants MS 
articles (very Left) and _ stories 
edited, typed and submitted to maga- 
zines. Anyone who would take per- 
sonal interest quote fee to K.S., 74 
Station Road, Burley-in-Wharfedale, 
Yorks. 

C.0. (21), agricultural condition, 
seeks congenial work and accomma- 
dation. Office.and land experience. 
Sper ctions gratefully received. Box 
CHRISTIAN PACIFIST, uncon- 
ditional (26) desires opportunity for 
real service in social work. Wide ex- 
perience in youth leadership, play 
production, organizing abilities. Any 
kind of social work considered. Box 
108. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. -Lectures every Tuesaday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8986. 

ALLYSOL—SEND stamps 6d. for 
two 20-page -bookleta of Jife~onserv- 
ing information about garlic: (1) a 


FREEMOUNT, Bacton, Hereford.|Friends, 
Full freedom for individual develop-|Frientis’ 
ment and expression in oo-education.|Friends’ 
Personal care in communal home of|/N.W.1. 
Jovely surroundings. Modern ‘health 
principles. From 7 
and Peter Young, M.A.Camb. 


free on application to the 
Service Committee, 
House, Euston Rd., London, 


Home 


ul WOOKS LOANED to 
years, Katherine/agric., forestry, ete. 
Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


PERSONAL of-door activities. 


CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE|school, and students 


CLUB. A satisfactory medium for{S.C. and H.S.C. examinations. 
C.0., onithose desiring congenial pen-friend-jposts are resident ¥ 
Marshall. 21 ships. Particulars, atamp, Secy., PN.|Salaries acc. to qualifications. 


19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 


well-known co-educational] 


in writing to Headmaster. 


the Prep. Dept., especially with out-|herbal remedy with 6,000 years of 


The school is a/history; (2) Rheumatism and Catarrh 

boarding/ dissolved at their root. Alltyso! Com- 

take Cambridge}pany, Fairlight, Sussex. 

The! FOUNTAIN PENS: all makes re- 

appointments.|paired, quick service. 25% discount 

Apply| offered to agents. Write: T.B.S., 310 
Kennington Rd., $.%.11. 


ih 
\ 
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CONDITIONS IN 
RUSSIA 


“Workers in Stalin’s Russia,” by 
M. L. Berneri (Freedom Press: 1s.) is 
a valuable and objective analysis of 
the actual conditions of the working- 
class in USSR as far as they can be 
ascertained. Though the emerging 
new caste-society it depicts is as 
bleakly depressing as the naive 
account of 14 months’ life in Russia 
by a member of an RAF mission with 
which it concludes, we warmly recom- 
Mend it to all our readers: in par- 
ticular to those pacifists who find it 


Wm. DOUGLAS-HOME 


HE Central Board for COs has received 

a message from ex-Capt. William 

Douglas-Home, who is in Wormwood Scrubs 

prison serving his 12-month sentence, 

stating that he has decided not to register 
as a CO. He does not give any reason. 


hard to abandon the faith that, be- 
cause private capitalism has ceased to 
exist in Russia, Russia is a more 
humane and just society than our own. 

The author documents the book 
with great care, and uses his authori- 
ties judicially. It is a thoroughly 
conscientious piece of work, which 
deserves equally conscientious 
readers: for the questions which it 
poses to the reflecting mind are of first- 
rate importance, It is, incidentally, 
a necessary antidote to the rather un- 
critica] and paradoxical Stalinism of 
Mr. Bernard Shaw. J.M.M. 


MOVEMENT FOR A PACIFIST 
CHURCH 


At a meeting at Friends House on Oct, 21 
the Movement for a Pacifist Church adopted 
the following as its aims and purposes! 

“The present title is preliminary to the 
formation of a Church of: full obedience’ to 
the Teachings of Christ. 

“All Christians who hold pacifist convic- 
tions are welcome to the movement, especi- 
aliy those who find themselves without a 
suitable spiritual home. 

“Groups, congregations, or denominations 
who accept the pacifist principles are invited 
to affiliate with the movement. 

“Tt will be one of the purposes of the 
movement to found or to welcome congrega- 
tions for worship. 

“The movement will strive to achieve by 
non-violent meane a Christian social order 
in which the causes of poverty and wars 
will be removed. 

“It is not required that any should break 
away from their pragent Church loyalties.” 


READERS’ 

VIEWS ON 

As John Middleton Murry was 
~*~ “deliberately provocative” on 


“Germany and Democracy,” and still 
more so in his reply to correspondents 
(PN, Nov. 3), there ig no need for 
apology even when ‘a friend who 
nearly always agrees with him feels 
provoked to answer. 


His criticism that pacifists are often 
ignorant of facts and inclined to a- 
priorism ig important, and merits 
heart-searchine consideration by us 
all; but the quotation from Vansittart 
advanced in support of it appears to 
Me particularly unconvincing. 

After stating that Vansittart on 
the whole knows the facts of German 
political history better than we 
pacifists, which may be correct, 
Murry endorses some facts from the 
recent broadeast. The quotation 
appears, however, to contain only one 
fact, accompanied by three ex- 
pressions of opinion. Your space 
would not allow examination of these 
opinions in detail, but Vansittart is 
good enough to summarise them 
briefly for us, himself :— 

“In a word,’ he says, there is (i) 
“no relation between what we under- 
stand by liberalism ahd what the 
Germans have understood by it”; 
there is (2) “no relation between 
British Socialism and German 
Socialism, not in the fundamental 
essence”: and (3) “British Socialism 
has always been pacific and thc Ger- 
man Socialism has been in the main 
nationalist.” 

These are not facts but generalisa- 
tions, upon which opinion almost in- 
evitably differs. I venture to differ 
from Murry’s judgment, or at any 
rate to qualify his acceptance, of all 
three of them. With reference, for 
instanee, to the statement that German 
Socialism has been in the main 
nationalist. I recall that Kaiser 
Wilhelm II used the famous term of 
opprobrium “Vaterlandslose Gesellen” 
(International mob) to denounce the 
Social-Democrats of the Second 
Reich, that the Social Democratic 
Party voted against military budgets, 
and supported in the Reichstag pro- 
posals for peace by negotiation during 
the first World War. 

The one fact stated by Vansittart is that 
“in 1981 the German Socialist paper Vor- 


waerts actually published a prohibition making 
it incompatible with membership of the 


Vansittart’s “facts” 


Socialist Party to be a member of the Peace 
Society.’ This is literally correct, though the 
deduction drawn is misleading. Membership 
of the Friedensgesellschaft (Peace Society) 
was forbidden to members. of the Sdcial Demo- 
eratic Party in 1931; but the reason was not 
opposition to the principles and purpose of the 
Society. This would seem to be proved by the 
fact that several other Peace organisations 
existed in Weimar Germany, to none of which 
the veto applied. It did so in the case of the 
Friedensgesellschaft because in the view of the 
Social Democratic Party certain leading per- 
sonalities of the Peace Society were carrying 
on subversive activities likely to lead to a 
split within the Party. It was an unhappy 
episode, but does not bear the interpretation 
suggested by Vansittart. 

Now let me thankfully return to complete 
unity with Murry and “‘differ greatly from 
Vansittart in the interpretation of the facts”; 
and to complete agreement with the interpre. 
tations outlined in his concluding paragraphs. 

CORDER CATCHPOOL 

John Middleton Murry writes: 

“It is difficult, in the political realm, to draw 
the‘line between facts and opinions. To me it 
is a fact—and a significant one—that Strese- 
mann was not a genuine Liberal. It is also an 
opinion: but the opinion can be documented. 
Stresemann was a publicly declared ‘annexa- 
tionist’ in the last war.” 


* 


The picture given by Lard Vaneittart in the 
broadeast debate was, I think, false. The im- 
pression he sought to create was that British 
liberalism and socialism: are morally superior 
to that of Germany. He denounces Stresemann 
for having supported the last war (incidentally 
the erudite Dr. Rudolf Steiner also did that) 
but fails to mention that the British Liberal 
and Labour parties were “guilty” of similar 
econduct—on the other side, of course, 

German Social-Democracy may have been 
nationalist, but pacifists will realize that it 
does not differ much in this respect from 
current Liberal and Labour policies. What are 
we to say of Mr. Herbert Morrison who could 
warf his hearers in 1937 “that they were 
drifting towards an imperialist war of the ald 
order” only to support it himself two years 
later? One might conclude from this that 
both British and German liberals are very 
much the same sort of “‘political animals.” 

After our experience of the present war, it 
seems likely that Mux Weber’s attitude re- 
garding the recreation of the General Staff 
would be fully shared by British “liberals,” if 
this country had suffered a “Versailles.” Mr. 
Murry has often quoted J. L. Garvin’s words 
in 1919: ‘The root vice of the whole Treaty is 
that it leaves the German race no real hope 
except in revenge.’”’ Why then be surprised at 
the attitude of progressive Germans? 

British “Left” opinion hag in the main been 
behind the disastrous demand for “Uncon- 
ditional Surrender” during the last year or so. 
There is no evidence, however, that German 
liberals advocated such folly during 1914-18, 
and, in fact, about 1917 the Reichstag passed 
a resolution proposing a negotiated gettlement, 
This is an example to the House of Commons 
—which has never considered such a course. 

The often quoted words of Herr Stresemann 
are very relevant: “If you could have given 
me some concession, I could have won this 
generation of Germans for real peace. That 
you could not, or would not, has been my 
tragedy and your crime.” These do not sound 
the words of a “warmonger.” G. F. BLIGH 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


point of view) trying to get on an 
equality with Britain, which already 
has ample oil-concessions in Iran. 


Subtle policy 


HERE is a significant difference .and the old British. 


between the two zones of occupa- 
tion. It is thus described by a well- 
informed and objective American 
commentator: 


» “The Russians have isolated the five northern 
provinces of Azerbaijan, Gilan, Khurasan, 
Mazanderan and Guigan and shave closed their 
borders to all travellers, Pe*sian, British and 
American alike. They have stripped these 
provinces, the richest in the iand, but so 
cleverly as to avaid the economic chaos in the 
area under British control... The Russians 
have not destroyed the local government organ- 
ization, preferring that the corrupt Iranian 
officials discredit themselves in the eyes of 
their subjects, , 


“The class conflict has been indirectly pro- 
jected into an already highly complex situa- 
tion. While land-owning classes are afraid of 
Communist expansion, peasants in the north 
have no reason to complain about their un- 
invited foreign guests. And the disappearance 
of the young Shah’s tax-collectors in the North 
has contributed more to prestige than the 
presence of the Russian travelling theatrical 
shows.”—‘'The Coming Struggle for Peace,” 
by Andre Visson, p. 277. 


With a difference 


HIS is, no doubt, imperialism; but 

it is imperialism with a differ- 

ence which is highly significant. The 

difference is heightened by the same 

commentator’s description of the 
British sphere. 

“In the British-controlled south the situation 
is quite different. The British have stripped 
their zone as mercilessly as the Russians 
stripped their zone, but without the astutely 
adequate compensation. The tax-collectors 
continue to make their rounds in Southern 
Tran; the old feudal officials still suppress the 
will of the people; the wealthy landlords still 
hoard food with impunity in the face of a 


food crisis. The entire economic situation is 
grave.” 


In other words, by respecting 
Iranian independence, the British in 
their. sphere have increased the 
suffering of the peasant population. 
The Russians, by taking complete con- 
trol in their sphere, have spared the 
peasants, while squeezing the land- 
lords, and cold-shouldering the tax- 
collector. 


take 
while 


Old and new 


[THAT difference is af tremendous 
“ importanee. It indicates a ‘gulf 
between the new Soviet imperialism 
The British 
accepts the old social order, of un- 
limited exploitation of the peasant by 
the grasping landlord, and injects 
into it vast floods of money which 
drive commodity prices higher and 
higher. The consequence is increasing 
misery for the poor. That has been 
the effect of the British war-economy 
ae the Middle East and in 
ndia. 


Soviet imperialism—if that be its 
proper name—having broken once 
and for all with the old conception of 
respect for private property, is able 
to safeguard the underdog. Respect 
for private property, which sounds 
like a universal principle, is utterly 
different in its social consequences 
in a highly organized modern society 
like Britain with high taxation and 
the efficient administrative system, 
which that demands, and in a 
primitive Oriental society with only a 
rudimentary State organization and 
that corrupt; by Western standards, 
from top to bottom. 

Soviet imperialism, therefore, which 
deals with economic realities may he 
a great liberating influence through- 
out the middle and far East. 


A§poor “independence” 


AT the root of the difference lies 

the old Anglo-Saxon fallacy of 
treating political independence as an 
absolute, which has equal meaning 
whatever the social system. This 
carries with it the equal’ fallacy that 
commercial penetration can be equit- 
ably carried on without political re- 
sponsibility. Yet in fact commercial 
penetration without political respon- 


. 


sibility is probably the greatest out- 
rage that can be committed on a 
primitive society. 
peasant to his oppressor. 


It enslaves the 


For the consequence of refusing to 
open political responsibility, 
insisting on the security 


| A new force in the East : 


necessary for commercial and indus- 
trial operations, is that an obsolete 
social system is supported. The 
corrupt State-officials and the oppres- 
sive landlords are clamped down upon 
the wretched population by outside 
support. The barren and specious 
principle of “independence” is re- 
spected, and the increased misery of 
the poor shrieks to heaven. 

That is the universal story of 
Anglo-Saxon commercial imperialism; 
of the Americans in Latin America, 
of ourselves in India and Egypt. If, 
as 1t well may be, the new imperialism 
of the USSR is a social revolutionary 
imperialism, then British imperialism 
will not be able to stand against it. 
But | neither will the superficial 
“nationalism” of the Far and Middle 
East, confined as it is to a small 
intelligentsia. 


Mob-iaw 


AJHAT Dr. Niebuhr called (in last 
week's PN) “the inexactness of 
punishment” igs vividly illustrated by 
three current news items. In a 
detailed account of the “collabor- 
ationist” trials in France, which are 
described as “almost social events,” 
Time Nov. 6, notes that 


“Such time-consuming luxuries as character 
witnesses were barred. The cases were ticked 


OBITUARY 


Joseph Southail : 
artist — socialist 


Joseph Southall, R.W.S., who died 


on Nov. 6, at the age of 83, was one 
most distinguished artist- 
He belonged, 


of the 
socialists of hig time. 


essentially, to “the old ILP,” which is 
now almost a legend. He was a life- 
long Quaker and pacifist, a devoted 
and critical reader of Peace News, 
and a familiar and beloved figure at 


the AGM and, before that, at the 


Easter Conferences of the ILP. 


There was a singular harmony in 


his life and work. By original train- 
i inclination a 


ing an architect, by 


painter, he set himself to rediscover 


the technique of true tempera paint- 
ing for mural deceration. He became 
of the 


the acknowledged master 


method in this country: and it is to be 
regretted that he was not more often 


given opportunities ‘worthy of his 
One famous tempera painting 
to be seen at the Art 


skill. 
of his is 


Gallery in Birmingham, where his life 


was lived. 

Closely connected with the 
Raphaelites, their purity of inspira- 
tion persisted in him. Joe Southall 


was not the least eminent of that 
company of artist-craftsmen socialists 


who counted for so much in _ the 
ethical motivation of British 
Socialism, and whose influence in 


these latter years has so lamentably 
declined. 


DOROTHY EVANS 


MEMORIAL MEETING 


A memorial meeting for the late 
Dorothy Evans will be held at Caxton 
Hail, Westminster, on Dec. 3 at 
2.30 p.m. Sybil Morrison will be in 
the chair, and those taking part wilk 
be: Dame Sybil Thorndike (poetry 
reading), Mrs, Phyllis Vallance (son- 
net), Miss Harriet Cohen (piano), 
Miss Monica Whately, Mr. Ambrose 
Appelbe, Miss Vera Brittain, Mrs. 
Pethick | Lawrence, Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, Dr. Edith Summerskill, Miss 
Lyndal Evans, and Mrs, Rebecca 
Sieff. ‘ 

In an appeal issued by the Dorothy 
Evans Memorial Committee, Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrence, the president, 
writes (from the WPPA_ office, 14 
Dartmouth St., London, 8.W.1): 

“The Committee of the Dorothy Evans 
Memoria! Fund believes that our tribute to our 
dead colleague and leader should take the 
form, first, of contributions to extend and 
strengthen the two campaigns in which she 
Jaboured to the end, and second, of a greater 
measure of personal service from each one of 
us to carry on towards full completion the 
work in which She so passionately believed . . . 
For the Committee, therefore, I direct this 
appeal to you. Give generously as she gave. 
Your donation may be earmarked for ‘Women 
for Westminster’ or for nation-wide propa- 
ganda in support of her ‘Equal Citizenship 
(Blanket) Bill’, or divided between them. Thus 
in memory of her we can secure the continu- 
ance of that work for which Dorothy lived and 
died—the ful} emancipation of women—with- 
out which there can be no freedom for the 
human race.” 


P Pista: vd Kes iP 


recommends from stock 
WHY DON’T WE LEARN FROM 
HISTORY? 


B. H. Liddell Hart — 2s. 


BRENDAN AND, BEVERLEY 
Michael Foot —- 2s. 6d. 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Eric Gill — 12s. 6d. 
MANKIND SET FREE 
Maurice Rowntree — 10s. 6d. 
SEED OF CHAOS 
Vera Brittain — 3s. 6d. 


6 ENDSLEIGH STREET, :W.C.l. 


“For many will be an indispensable 


off quickly.” 

One would have thought that such 
evidence must be the essence of the 
proceedings. Outside Paris, however, 
there are apparently not always the 
vestiges of law behind the trials. At 
Valence, near Arignon, says the Daily 
Express,Nov, 10: 

“A judge and jury, approved by the National 
Committee, were thought to be too lenient to a 
batch of accused persons. On the evening after 


the trial Communist members of the FFI shot 
‘the judge, jury, and all the prisoners.” 


As an eloquent comment on such 
proceedings come the belated “official 
announcement” from Rome (Rey- 
nolds. Nov. 12) that Donato Carretta, 
who was lynched there last Septem- 
ber, “actually risked his life to help 
and protect anti-Fascist prisoners.” 
He will certainly not be an isolated 
case: mobs (called by any patriotic 
name) and justice do not easily mix. 


guide’”—P.N, 


The C.0. and the 


Future 


6d. (by post 7d.) 
All about demobilisation, jobs, etc. 
C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh Street, W-C.1. 


ASTHMA 


and Catarrh sufferers should eend 
stamp for particulars of reatest 
Remedy known to Medical Science. 
British Medica Laboratories, Ltd. 
Desk G Heathcote Rd., Boscombe, Hants. 
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